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TESTEX CIRCULARITY

F A C T S H E E T

	 Durability
	 Repairability
	 Recyclability

Reduce, Reuse, Recycle – what is circularity?
Textile circularity minimises waste and extends textile lifespan through responsible design, production, 
and consumption. The goal of a circular economy is to preserve resources, combat climate change, and 
reduce pollution. Circularity extends a product’s life, enabling reuse, repair, and recycling instead of 
waste. With the TESTEX CIRCULARITY label, brands and manufacturers can confidently offer high-qua-
lity, long-lasting garments that encourage consumers to repair, reuse, and recycle their clothing.

What are the advantages of the TESTEX CIRCULARITY label?
A Unique Textile-Specific Standard
TESTEX CIRCULARITY is a private label scheme and the only textile-specific standard that comprehen-
sively assesses Durability, Repairability, and Recyclability. Unlike most certifications focused solely on 
manufacturing, TESTEX CIRCULARITY takes a holistic approach, covering consumption and end-of-life 
stages to ensure products are designed for longevity and circularity. This enables brands and manu-
facturers to demonstrate their commitment to responsible fashion.

A Rigorous and Precise Approach
To evaluate Durability, we follow the recommended tests from the Product Environmental Footprint 
Category Rule (PEFCR) framework at the European level (PEF Apparel & Footwear). These tests are con-
ducted in our accredited laboratory, which specialises in textile and leather testing, ensuring a scienti-
fically robust and internationally recognised evaluation.

A Structured Yet Flexible Improvement Process
To assess repairability and recyclability, we support companies with modular self-assessment questi-
onnaires, with one questionnaire for each module. This structured approach focuses on continuous 
improvement rather than a rigid «pass/fail» principle. It enables companies to assess their current sta-
tus, identify opportunities for improvement, and implement targeted measures step by step.

Who is the TESTEX CIRCULARITY label suitable for?
•	 Brands
•	 Manufacturers
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Durability
Durability increases a garment›s lifespan, slowing down the need to produce and consume new pro-
ducts and minimising environmental impact. Our tests focus on:

•	 Product deformation
•	 Fabric strength
•	 Fabric aspect damage

•	 Seam and accessories aspect damage
•	 Colour change

Repairability
Repairability reflects the capacity of a textile product to be repaired efficiently and sustainably, ex-
tending its lifespan and reducing waste. TESTEX assesses repairability using the following criteria:

•	 Availability of repair solutions (kits, services).
•	 Quality of repair documentation (guides, videos).
•	 Design features supporting simple repairs and component replacement. 
•	 Communication of repair options to consumers.

Recyclability
Recyclability focuses on turning end-of-life textiles into new raw materials, supporting the circular 
economy. TESTEX verifies recyclability based on:

•	 Design for recycling (e.g., mono-materials, minimal incompatible substances).
•	 Ease of disassembly.
•	 Transparency in material labelling and recycling compatibility.
•	 Circular economy measures, such as take-back and recycling systems.

A certificate is provided if all three modules are successfully completed.
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www.testex.com | zuerich@testex.com | +41 44 206 42 42
TESTEX AG, Swiss Textile Testing Institute, Gotthardstrasse 61, 8002 Zurich, Switzerland	


